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It 15 characteristic of the Congregationalist that inner-church
STIrUCLUCES, decision-making PTOCCSSCS Aan! the understanding of leader-
ship INAV Vd widely. Local Congregations choose form un10ns, COI-

ventUONs aN! fellowships with the understanding of interdependence of
the O0C2 churches within these networks. But each cCongregation remaıns
independent in their organizational affairs, calling an dismissing their
ST PCISONS, and, MOST important, interpreting the Scriptures an CXCI-

CISINZ their ChristianA
ence, it 15 impossible define within the Baptist ON

of the eading Congregationalist churches the ON definition of the iden-
Lity, role, pOS1IL10N, responsibilities, an calling of Baptıst pastor.

Klammt in his doctoral thesis shed SOMNC 1g the 1SSUe
of multiple Baptıst interpretations of the make-up of pas(tor. it 15

high time raise the questions Klammt 15 asking The traditional role of
Baptıst pastor has een shaken in the pastl five decades NOT only DYy

secularism an the Scattering of previously closely nıt Christian Uu-

nıties, but also DYy socio-political developments that AVE influenced
theologica hinking feminist Aan! liberation heology, globalization AN!
the revolution, A but few. ese developments VE chal-
lenged cCongregations anı mMiniısters alı Some 11C Or1entatıon 15 eed-
ed AaSs how understand an EXerCIsSE the responsibilities of Baptıst
pastor in 1g of calling hAN! human eed

Klammt  ?  S thesis 15 ambitious attempt describe the INAaLVY facets of
eing pas(tOor, but without the traditional terminology 4C mig
easily polarize the debate anı kill it from the Instead, he chooses
descriptive paırs of define the “Marks of the Pasto The
he (078) Al ATC ollows Called 1  e Trdaıiıne: Trained, Leader
Servant, Preacher epherd.

Restricting himself literature an mostly documents published
(Oor use: Dy Baptists in (80101 Africa Anal Germany, Klammt explains in
detail hOw each paır of CXPICSSCS distinct understanding of Bap-
1STS about their pastOrs. He sShows the limitations of these aAaSpECIS an

the conclusion that these complement each other rather
than eing exclusive. Klammt exXxamınes of the “Baptist Principles”
particular, the principle of “congregational church government” An the
principle of the “priesthood of all believers” they affect the under-
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standing anı role of pastor. He SCrutinızes these principles in regard
the make-up of pastor, especially including the meanıng of the pastor’s
“Calling”.

with ANYV thesis worth of SET10US consideration, Klammt’s work
ralses INOTC questions than he provides AL11ISWCIS HI1s systematic attempt 15
noteworthy an helpful in showing the direction rther research should
take It WOU Aave een of interes the debate explore several other
questions, if Klammt did NOT Aave limit his research TrTitten OCU-

nts

Firstly, Klammt VC gifte: linguist conduct his litera-
ture research in language 1C 15 NOT his mother LONZUC, an with

from Ou Africa 1C WEeEeIC (at least in part) NOT Tritten in the
mother LONZgUE of the respective authors. This leaves FOOM for mMisinter-
pretation of ( )I11C VC important 1L1U411CCS in the riıtten but also the
unspoken understandings of „pastor in the Varıo0us cultures anı COIMN-

Further. if Klammt did NOT AaVe restr1c his research Tritten
documents, the important ASpECTIS of ral tradition especially in Africa
WOUu aV een VE valuable In the Ou African CONTLEXT from 1C
he 15 wrIiting, literature 15 VC imited especially within the non-Caucasian
African COMMUNILTY. eır tradition 15 mainly ral ONC, an! SUSPECL
that careful listening the StOrI1EeSs an verbal interpretations from
African pastors an! Congregations WOUuU perhaps ring the fore
somewhat different 1eW. However, the ften cited “Winter School of
Theology  99 15 place record ral African tradition an Al least this
SOUTCC relabDle bridge into ral tradition.

One aAaSpeCL helpful er understand the OUu African Situation
WOU be cClearly distinguis between the different Ou African Bap-
t1St whose documents Klammt eXAamınes In VICW, the different
Baptist SrOUDS in OUu African for INAaDYV divided Dy racial lines
ave een influenced ver the DYy VC. different Anglophone (and
German) choaols of thinking. VWhile Klammt qUOTLES the British EXCESSIVE-
ly, he Oe€es NOT ention for example the distinct influence that Southern
Baptist MISSIONAFrIES from the USA, with their particular American under-
standing of leadership, had African Baptist urches ese churches
ATC ST1 struggling oday free themselves from the American under-
standing of the role of pastor impressed them Dy these MISS1IONArıes

In of the German CONLEXT, er debate COUu equally be
stimulated Dy research beyond the literature availabhle an DYy observation
of the practical EXpressSIONS of pastoral ife in the (0701 churches. Recent
developments iın organizational MANASCMENL for example A4ave changed
the expectations of (0701 CONgregations towards their pastor. At the SdiIne

time, pPastors differ ILNOTIC an INOTC in theirz understanding of leader-
ship in the church More pastoOors 110 SCCIMN CINCISC with claim
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leadership authority that the VecCr the church, rather than
submitting the of the ole cCongregation, IC Klammt
questions the only legitimate WAdY adhere the Baptist principle of
the “priesthood of all believers”. The question of pastoral leadership t1es
in with the phenomena of “emerging churches” an! the 1TOA| 1SSUE of
what the Christian landscape ill ook ike in the Calr future

Obviously his imited research O€es NOLT OW Klammt in this study
Fa1ise the question of sociological Aan! particularly demographical aAaSpeCTSs
1C determine the role of pastor. It ill be interesting exaıamıne the
AST difference between arge AN! SMA2. CONgregations, between urban
hAN! rural S1tuations, Ahal the demand pastors in the respective COIMN-

LEXTS
stated in the beginning, Klammt’s thesis Failses LNOIC questions 1N-

deed go0d ing for 1C ring LMOIC cClarity into
confusing OpI1C AN! 1C A1MS positively define Marks of the

Pasto follow the debate emerging from this thesis with
interes
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WI1Ie ktuell der Streit die AanNnrneı der 4ufe ISt, lässt sich daran ab
lesen, A4ass der Verfasser nicht weniger als ELTW: 100 theologische Autoren
zıtiert, die sich seit der Reformation His in die egen wa ZUrLr rage der
Taufe geäulßsert en Hınzu kommen römisch-katholische, anglikani-
sche, reformierte und freikirchliche Stimmen, SOWI1LEC 1iNnwe1se auf ein-
schlägige tikel in CIrcCa kirchlichen Lexika, Kommentaren, Worter-
büchern, Nachschlagewerken eicCc VO evangelischen Theologen höchsten
nges e1 überwiegt die Zahl der akademischen Xegeten, die sich
ZUL rage der Kindertaufe kritisch His ablehnen aulsern, bei weitem die
Stimmen VO Kirchenleitungen und Stellungnahmen evangelischer B1-
schöfe, die dieser geballten professoralen Kritik der Kindertaufe
festhalten

aufe  « der Wiedertaufe“?
Klaus Hoffmann schreibt als evangelischer eologe, der beinahe
unversehens in den Streit die 4uilfe hineingezogen worden ist Er
kennt die sakramentale A4Aullehre der grofßen olkskirchen, die in der
7zweıiten Hälfte des Jahrhunderts urc starke charismatische und
pfingstkirchliche tromungen aufgeschreckt worden Sind, weil sich die


