
UNDER HEF GDR

Eva Pınthus

© urches under Jege In the GDR
Observatıons of British Quaker (Relıgi0us Society of rıends who has
worked ıth the urches in the GDR SINCE 1969, and SINCE the mıd-
seventlıes 6-8 weeks CVEIY YCal. always had Church 15a and tra-
velled 4S ourıist

The Reason: Why dıid do it?

have worked ecumenı1cally EVOT: S1INCE the W äal and ave one relief work
er the WAarTr ıth Friends. ere W as delegatıon 1n 969 by the RBritish
Councıl of Churches welcome the NC  < GDR Councıl of urches (Bund)

Was the Quaker member of thıs delegatıon and discovered eTe WEeEeTITC

German Quakers in the GDR who could do ıth Support Was the
delegation because spea (GJerman and W as unıversıty lecturer in oth and
20th church hıstory, thus ell acquainted ıth the hıstory of the (Gıerman
Church, the eaching of Bonhoeffer eic

11 W hat noticeable infiluences did 1, 2 British uaker discover
in the Church lıfe of the GDR?

Why Wäas the Church gıven in the GDR and not elsewhere in the
dominated by the Sovıiet Union ıth ıts Oppress1ive antı-rel1g10us stance?

The influence of the teaching of Bonhoeffer and the wıtness of the
Confessing Church durıng the Nazı Period W as palpable and paramoun(. In
part hıs resulted in the un1ıque posıtıon of the Church in the GDR compared
ıth Churches in the rest of Ekastern kurope dominated by the Sovıet Union.
Although Marx hought hat rel1g10us CONvıctlons would wıther by
themselves TIG the working class ceased {o be the oppressed and became
the rulers, ıt 1Ss ell documented hat in the Sovıet Union and pOSt-war
elsewhere faıth and the churches urvıived SVCN when severely persecuted
and en only existing underground havıng ıts actıvıtıes severely
Curtaıule. In Nazı Germany, however, Communıists and Confessing Chri-
stians SulItiere: 1in the SAaILiCc concentration and INany died WEeTITC

executed for theır aı Thus IManYy eadıng (German DOStL-Wwar cCcCommunıIısts
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WEeTITC ell hat these christians WEeTC far from eing the enemıles ÖT the
people Though they dısagreed 1ıth all rel1g10us eXpress10ns they respected
ese who under persecution had remaıined StTEeEA| fast Though they dıd theır
level best curtaıl church actıvıtles and diseceriminate agaınst ordınary
Christians, there WerTeC hus quıte dıfferent LCAasSOoNS why thıs W ds not always
carrıed out consistently.

number of Church Leaders had een taught by onhoeffer, had een
members of the Confessing Church and had SUrvived. The viewpomts of
Schönherr, Werner Krusche, Heıno Falcke and others, though nNOoTt identical,
WEEIC paramount eCrTe As time progressed SOINC of the eachıng of the
Church had useful implıcatıiıons.

Practically and financıally the Church had its SCS for the government.
ANnYy Christian INSTILULION 1C cared for neople who WCIC not productive
WOIC therefore allowed continue function The (German Church had and
Si1 has flourıshing Diakonie.

A* Although Church chools ıth about ONC exception WEIC closed
prevent the eing indoctrinated christians, existing Kindergartens
remaıned ODCN and flourıshed AS almost unıformly worked er
chıildbirth The length of maternity leave varıed, bur creches and
Kındergartens WeiC essentı1al for the CCONOINY and ese instiıtutions WEeIC
therefore helpful.

There WEeTC and dIC INany 1sti1an hospitals doing excellent work.
en ese WETC helped financıally Dy the West (GGerman Church 1ıth 11C  <

equıpment for instance. SO why close them?
33 The INanıy institutions 1C catered for OSse 1ıth mental OI

physıca disorders WEeEeTC encouraged and flourished SO WEIC retirement
homes for the elderly. Ihey IMaY NOoT ave had the physıcal standards of the
West, but the CaTrec of the inmates W ds excellent agaın ere LO0 western
finance W as en help

Polıitically the emphasıs Peace 1C W as present in the Church’‘s
eaching W ds useful No Oou the Relıg10us Society of Friends profitted
from hat SINCE ıts testimony ASs historic Peace Church Was ell known. In
thıs arca LOO the WOT ecumenı1cal MOovemen became increasingly possible
o0] hat might be exploited in the cold WL
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What eology Was present and developed durıng ese of
service”? Thıs 15 not German Protestant Theology which W as

present and developed durıng the communıst CIa, SINCE it 1S ell documented
elsewhere. Hence ere only the eadıngs remıind readers.
] The Barment Declaratıon of 1934 stressed that there dIc of

human ıfe that do nNOoT belong hrıst The CONSCHUCNCECS visıble In the
GDR were the STITESS that faıth 15 not Just matter for the indivıidual but 15
communıty based Christians ATIC the Body of hrıst, the indıvıdual 1S
member of Hıs Body which has INanYy members ıth diıverse g1fts
Discıpleship 15 costly.

The Church INaYy not be concerned ıth ıts OW' survival, but must be
williıng take risks.

8 ere 1s the warnıng agaıinst cheap DTaCC
Theology must be contextual. Ones faıth must be practised In the full

secular 1ıfe
55 GTE W as the ole 1sSsue of cshalom peace)

These AIC hen the discernable theologıca themes The unıversal
relevance of hrıst, al A discıpleshıp and promiıssed cshalom
wholeness

relatıon 1{8 the all pervadıng cOommMunIst regıme the Church EVE-
53loped its thes1ıs of ..  not besıde, nOoL agaınst but “Church In Soc1alısm

58 the GDR the Church W as longer priviledged “Volkskirche’”
Thus the end of the Constantinıan CTa W as accepted. The hreefold 1ssıon
of Jesus hat of erygma (proclamatıon), kolnon1a (communıty) and
diakonia (servıce) W ds stressed and practised. these ‘“proclamatıon” W as

perhaps the mMoOst dıfficult under communıst regıme Ca Ouft SINCE ONC

knew informer WOU be present CVELY Service, anythıng wriıtten and
publiıshed needed PaSss CENSOT and W as often rejected. iısk takıng W as

necessity and SOTNC of the subterfuges WEeiC brillıant Lengthy, difficult
discussions between Church eaders and the ecretary of ate for Church
Affairs WeTITc ınevıtable and much bargaınıng ook place al times.

How could the WCC (World Councıl Of. Churches) concept of Miss10 De1
the divine miss1ıon be carrıed out? Could OTIC WI1INn 1I1C  Z members for the

congregations and/or demonstrate and proclaım od‘s love? Diakon1ia
Service demonstrated the latter, but also the Church and its prem1ses
provıde: opportunity and helter for all SOTTS of minorıty ZTOUDS who COU
ave had other place meet ese groups WG not necessarıly
christian. but nevertheless found helter and acceplance by the Church,
though nNnot always by SOTINC congregations.
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1st1an teaching Church prem1sses Wäas permitted, but 1t Wäas clear tO
all hat eing acknowledged christian CVECN of ONC, had 1SUinc
dısadvantages both in school and in the choıice of Car GCr: and preferment.
eing cConscıienti0us objector milıtary Service milıtary educatıon in
school, not * Vount Inıtiation“1{8 mention refusing the unıversal
(Jugendweıihe) made the s1ıtuation CVONN for the individual. Legally all
these WCIC permitted but local OIILIcCL1aldom could TUustirate INanıYy opes The
mınor needed the COULASCOUS parents STanı for hım/her and be willing

confront hıgher authorıties The indıvıdual needed ave the stamına and
COUTARC wıthstand ridicule., mockery, derision humıiılıatıon of
contemporarı1es, teachers and super10rs.

1SS10nN the indıvıdual and the communıty both bıblical and eed
be accepte siımultaneousiy, noTt CaS Y ask when ıt 15 actually legal

Out of all thıs developed creatıve eology of rıtical solıdarıty ıth the
accent *crıitical”. All thıs endeavour culmınated 1n COUNIFY wıde
discussions in preparatıon for the Concılıar Process of Justice Peace and the
Integrity of Creation (JRIC) in Asıe in 989

The GDR Church and Fcumen1ısm
The rec1ıprocal influence of ecumen1sm and the church in the GDR increased
AL the and Was times amazıng. Sınce Marxıst/Leninis soc1alısm
stressed “peacefl7 number af Church Leaders WEIC always HNowed attend
ecumenı1cal kuropean and WOT gatherings. The poss1bilıty of portrayıng
communist regıimes Z00d, Just and peaceful W as welcomed by the g —
vernment Certaily (German Church Leaders had greater opportunity O
spea T anhath Power” han er kast European Church Leaders 1ıth
whom for ONC Was VE areful in speech:; and of informers.

6.1 Brieifly, iın the ate S1xt1es The Prague Christian Peace Conference
brought alr of OpenNnNeESS ın the Christian-Marxıst 1alogue. It Was

ounded by the 7Z7eC theologıan TOrmMadka and the British Quaker Richard
Ullmann. utual respectT, scholarshıp and endeavour promissed wıdenıng
of hor1izons and understandıng. The Russıan invasıon of Czecheslovakıa
16 also forced Germany partıcıpat crushed thıs vlbrant, radical
rapprochement. It destroyed the CPC in 1C Quakers had en such
actıve part They ıth other kuropean Church Leaders W1  TEW when the
Russıans forced the chaırman and secretary {O res1gn, and imposed e1r OW

puppets eaders The CR however, continued and Was encouraged Dy
the GDR-government as ell ASs theır O W GDR Peace Movement. Many
attemps WEIC made W OO the Quakers back into its fold, both in the GDR
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and Brıtain The Quaker Peace WItLNESS pose: ere dılemma but for
0)41% cCertaın that that all endeavours ONC INaYy not be polıtically

How INanıYy of the GDR christian members of the CPC WEeIC informers
do not KNOW TIhe Relig1i0us Society of Friends the GDR refused o

FCJO11 4S Church One indıvıdual Friend W as member che W as of the
GDR Peace MOvemen! d el] but ave TCasSson thınk of her ASs

informer
CEC Conference of European urchnes

These conferences tOO WEeEIC OppOrtUNILYy for GDR dAS ell Fkastern
kuropean Church Leaders partıcıpate ecumenı1cal discussions 1{8
enlarge the understandıng of western church people of the problems and
opportunıties kKastern Europe and 1{8 contribute SOINC adıcal thınkıng

SUTC much went prıvate As far N myself Was concerned ese
WEIC valuable CXDECTIENCC: 1t10N Was able put faces
learn their body language and fınd ouft whom OC miıght irust and where 18
be careful

The GDR Church JPIC and the Basle Conference of 989
Protestant Church the GDR particıpated the radıcalısatıon of

the WCC hat Was produce by the ımpact of the 1r (0)8 Liıberatıon
Theologies the international and disarmament MOovemen and the
STOW1IN£ environmental GONGSEN the developed natıons of the West
(Baum 29) °“Towards the end of the eighties the Concılıar Process
the GDR which all churches WEI® involved includıng the end CVECIN the
Catholic Church succeeded mobilısiıng 0Ca congregations and critical
STOUDS the Adillc of shalom The Cooperalıve produced
remakable theologıca document the early part of 989 and made
contribution the peaceful revolution the fall of the SAadiL1Cc yYCar aum

131) ere WEeEIC exftensive discussions of the Ver YCal per10d
local congregations and STOUDS These WEeTIC OllOwWwEe| DYy hree plenary

attende: by lected appomted delegates af Dresden February
1988, at Magdeburg October 90988 and Dresden Aprıl 9089 hıs
ulted ı document solemnly promulgated Aprıl 30th
worship SCIVICE al Dresden‘ Kreuz Kırche Okumenische Versammlung
für Gerechtigkeit, Frieden und Bewahrung der chöpfung, Dresden-agde-
burg-Dresden C1i11Cc Dokumentatıon Berlıiın Aktıon Sühnezeichen/Friedens-
dienste

The report UN1QUC 1fs ran and yet oya crıl1que of the eX1IsSLiNg
Soc1alısm and 1ts urgent call CONVETITS1ION for 1C ere Was precedent

the GDR The governmen urge the bıshops not to publısh 1f °Bult
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the document W ds the result of cooperatıve involving LLAaASSCS of
people the ase (Q)VGE per10 of 9 the governmen decıded nNnOotf {O
intervene.” aum, 133) ell remember the excıtement both before and
durıng the aslie Conference for which astonishingly arge delegation had
SECN g1ven exıt VISas. Let Baum ave the ast words the document (p
134) Or W dsS theological document. The eology of shalom
both provıde the visıon for soclety and generated the critique öf present
condıtions. Moreover the reveals the impact of the ecumen1cal
Oovemen the Protestant eology in the ead the report It 1S
ST1 orth 1{16 readıng. Much of the critique 1S applıcable o Capıtalıst
countries ds ell

11 Quaker npu an KExperience
The rel1g10us Socliety of Friends 15 OTIC of the three historic Peace

urches Refusal of milıtary SErVICE, ryıng prevent outbreaks of
violence, rellef work WEeTC and AT part of OUT testimonı1es. We traın others
and Arc ourselves always in traınmıng. We conferences and aArec involved in
international Peace Organısations OO mentıon ere ave
already wriıtten about OUT involvement ıth the PCPC I myself startıng ıth
relief work er the War ave ecen involved ıth the CPE. KEK, the
Pu1idoux Conversations eiween the Lutheran and Reformed urches
the ON sıde and the LFoR and historic Peace Churches the other) and
Varı0us kuropean Peace Educatıon conferences.

The Relig10us SOocCIety of Friends 1S SMa church but nevertheless
international OT}  q Yearly eetings ex1ıst all continents. We dIC NG
and ave Centres in Geneva and New ork workıing ıth the United Natıons,
and In Brussels workıng ıth the (Jur maın emphases Arc Peace
1SSUES, human rights, eCONOMIC and ecological affaırs, though ese include
Man Yy other topıcs. On the ß hand dIC SMa church DOSC
threat 1{8 governments ASs SOMMNEC of the larger churches INaYy do One of the
notable achi1evements of Friends 1in cooperatıon 1ıth the larger churches in
the GDR W as the poss1ıbıilıty Ol coNnsclent10us 010) eCtOrs milıtary Servıice
SCTIVC A4AS noncombatents in kınd of pıoneer COTEC (Bausoldaten) without
WCapON traınıng, though few months longer. The GDR W as the only
communıist COUNIrYy where hıs W as possıble.
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ave worked maiınly behind the IrONn curtaın unpaıd of COUTITSC MY
endeavour W as in the GDR speak (ı1erman. chose deliberately

1{8} work low-key, FrOOIS level and behind the SCCI1CS Thıs nabled
aITaNnZc SMa scale carnıng experlences in 1ıth the GDR Qua-

kers, ıth the GDR churches, church YITOUDS and “alternative” DIOUDS, and 1n
conversatıons 1ıth governm officıals which nabled FKEast/West exchanges
1{8 ake place as ell exchangıng informatıon.

Workıing ıth GDR Friends
Havıng discovered in 969 hat ere WCIC Quakers in the GDR cuft off from
the West 1ke CVETIY er GDR cıtızen became concerned 118 “travel ın the
minıstry” in the GD  Z This mean visıtıng all SIOUDS and MOST solated
Friends and attend eIr Yearly eetings and Occasıonal General eetings.
The people hen ask fo do to work ıth them LOO, dıd the
youth work well, referred eI0O0W MY maın a1ms WEeTIC help hem
become cohesive, COUTASCOUS TOUD, whose members could Ssupport each
other wıthout fear in theır Christian wiıtness and Peace wıtness al school, in
Hıgher Educatıion, in traınıng, work and in socı1ety al large They wanted
{Oo learn QOU! worshıip, study, Quaker and Church History. They also
rece1ved “Peace Educatıon” which includes eachıng dynamıcs, role
play, drama and a onflıct resolution and mediation. Wıth the er OTMNCS

raıned traıners and practised Quaker BRusıiness Methods

Working ıth Church STOUDS and alternatıve SIOUDS
5: The INOTE pastors gol {o know. the LLOTC W as as take workshops
varyıng from day ole weekends EVECN for whole week af church
conference centres These ook place maınly in Berlın, Halle, Erfurt,
Bıschofrod. Herrnhut, Dresden and Goörlıitz only NC Was asked by
unknown DEIrSoN do workshop and declined seemed knNnOw
his PCIrSON TOUD, and W as afraıd the ası miıght be behind hem

5 ook part in the Peace arc that went through Lutherstadt-
Wittenberg.

5.3 particıpate. in [WO Erfurter Kirchentage and Lan educatıon
Wworkshops there Came the PrevIOuUsS Ekaster tO traın traıners the numbers
WOUuU be OO arge for ONC DETSON. also took part in Podiıum Gespräche.

had annual cConversat1ıons 1ıth Members of the Mınıstry for Church
Affaırs 1in Berlın usually ıth GDR Quaker present. alsSO nvıted 0Ca
Ministry officıals O Workshops. “That of God in eEveryvone 1S g00d
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basıs establısh relationshıips 1ıth oOse OTIC 06€Ss 8{011 necessarıly
ıth Whatever ..  NECW ıng  79 wanted do ook sef 1IrsS time
of askıng Was ‘NO” the second yCal 6,  wWwWe 1n Oou lt”‚ 3Ird yCal Was

usually ...  27  yes

Apart from particıpatıng in SOTNC smal]l conferences in IC helped but
3C did not set myself{, Gre WEIC hree events durıng he e1ghties
when managed {O persuade the Secretarıat for Church Affaırs let
organıse them had pomnted out hat f theyv WEIC concerned Iar
rapprochement between kKast and West and peaceable Europe hen they
must allow people from East and West meel, and in partıcular the yYOUNSCI
generatıon. E they really accepte that the intention of Quakers Was help
O create peaceful world then the VYOUNSCI generatıon must learn about each
other, and Quaker Youth mMust gel KkNOWw ifs heritage
r The first endeavour Wds OW of British oung Friends

O travel officlally in the GD  z As tourısts they WOU ave had exchange
western aıly and hat COU not afford In the even WeTC DC-
nerousiy supported. Ihey supplied mınıbus ıth drıver and ourıst gu1ide/
Iinterpreter, We stayed in the arge Berlın OU Hostel and in the smaller
VE ell appoımnted OTIIC in Dresden had chosen ese cıtiıes dAS had most

there. We COU also alllc hat institutions would ıke SCC
knew ‘“ educatıon” W ds really off lımıts. The governmen dıd nNOT really want
LO CXDOSC the all O0 obvıous ideological educatıon and its methods
However, they CArn! THNOIC QU! that by meeting the oung than by visıtiıng
instıtutions. But visıted cooperatıve farms and fascınatıng ospıta In
Dresden whose director practised acupunc{ure and incıdently cured ONC of

sıck oung Friends He had een GDR sh1p doctor and learnt
acupunctiure in 1na Wıth exceptions alternatıve medicıiıne Was rowned
uDON in the GD  z Conversations ıth hım WEIC MOST informatıve. We
visıted USCUTNNS and all SOTTS OT: places iın AC the WEeEeIC interested.
We had aıly eetings for Worshıiıp, sOomet1mes CVECN in the mınıbus.
Towards the end OUT gulde/ınterpreter ook part

had pleaded ıth British oung Friends be careful in hat they
saıd, especlally indoors, which they WEeEeTIC NOL always VEIY willıng take
ser10usly. But Was astonıshed when OUT gulde 1n the mınıbus tO Dresden
warned hat the Youth Hostel there ears’””. She Was interesting
DErSON whose Job W as quıte officially O be gulde/ıinterpreter. She had een

uba and had boyfriend ere She ope OTIC day be allowed 1ve
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ere and INaITYy hım We had successful GDR debriefing, dS ell OUT
OW)

The rec1ıprocal visıt of GDR oung Frıends visıt Brıtain took
equally long set had gıven {[WO [CASONS for thıs visıt. The cradle of
the Relıgi0us Society of Friends 1Ss the north of England, they 0Ug be
lowed learn something ofeIr heritage As oung Friends they ought
learn OUu onflıct resolution and makıng where they COU actually
observe Friends al work. Therefore visıt io Northern Ireland ase
Belfast W dsS planned. Quakers ave everal projects ere hınk
achieved exıt permits for oung Friends en 1ıste: British oung Friend

help She drove ITE Cal and drove OW In England Northern
Ireland had the help of Ulster Friends and slep in the Meeting House, dASs

also did in OTI1IC in the Lake 1STF1Cc
73 oug that 1t the GDR Was Ser10us QU! their peaceful desires and

proud of theır Man Yy achievements in the GDR, then they should welcome
study tOur of members of the Brıtish Conservatıve Party who WeTEC LLOIC

lıkely be hostile owards communıIist regıme than other British partıes.
Thıs eventually ook place hosted by the GDR-CDU We WEeEeTC DuL in the
Berlin CU house, royally entertaıned, had CAaIrs and chauffeurs OUT

disposal and interesting visıts and cConversatıons. J rue, they Sa  < lıttle of the
daily drabness of ıfe of the ordınary cıtızen. I had 1ve in such style
in the GDR eıther, but the Conversatiıons WEIC ODCN, and problems onestly
discussed. Ironıcally, dıfficulty W as find British members of
the Conservatıve Darty make the myself not member of
hat party

It 15 orth mentıion1ing, though only in personal capacıty W äa

Iinvolved, that christian GDR NUTSES WEIC allowed leave the
COUNIFY be miss1onarıes in West Afrıca e1Ir sponsoring body Was the
Baptist Church though they themselves WEeIC Lutherans They felt certaın
be called by G0od LO be mi1ss1onarIıies. All m1ss10nNary actıvıties 1n the GDR
were actually prohıbited and ex ıt V1ISas for such work WEIC not 1sSsued. As
they WETC work In West Afrıca they needed to learn Englısh and O know
something about tropıca medicine. The British aptısts arranged for theır
Stay In London anguage School, but looked er them in theır vacatıons
and helped in other WaYyS One of hem had known SINCE che W as C
the daughter Öf the couple who Tall the large Dıiıakonische Anstalt in Rothen-
burg. The father later became the bıshop of Görlıitz
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Reflections

Quaker background which helped the work.

S My youthful experiences in rehef work which had often een irustrating
and not necessarıly ”peacelul had taught lot for instance how {Oo
understand and CODC 1ıth different cultures.
} The Quaker disciplıne of both Meeting for Worship and Quaker

business methods teach YOU lısten NOT only words spoken but also {O
discern hat 1S actually mean(t, CVEN ır the words on’‘t fıt One learns
observe body language, be patıent, be hat OMNC 15 not always
rıght, not but tOo discuss.

13 “That of God in everyone” 1S OE of the basıc theologica tenets of
Quakerism gomng back the DASSALC in St Gospel 1‘ irue

1g that o1veEs 1g CVEITVONC who into the world”. We AICc taught
search for and recognise thıs Light in EVETYONC whether iıke them OT

nOl, ıth hem not, ATO afraıd of them not eicCc So ONC seeks {O
understand he other however dıfficult, and trıes gel them realıse ONC 1S
nNnOoTt “enemy“ WAants gel the better of them Each ONC Öf us MaYy ave
dıfferent WaYy>s of establishıng relatıonships OUuUnNn! the g1ving of flowers
W ds al first disarmıng but ater SGCeCN AS genulne gift er al] 1t can’'t be
SCECI] ASs F} CIr needs LO be ianSparenNCYy and integrıity. On the other
hand thıs aı 0€Ss nNnOot OW ON be polıtically na1lve. As chare in the
1g c<hare In SIN Here but for the of God However plea-
sant and rıendly WAaSsS, made 1t quıite clear would noTt be manipulated OI

cCompromıised. For instance refused O ave anythıng to do wıth the CPC
after 968 however hard they tried and pleaded Politically would class
myself ASs 1sti1an Socıalist and NOT as capıtalıst.

TOom DPICW al Nazı experience W ds amıliar 1ıth the danger of eing
ıstened whether by telephone, letter ul in devıices. assumed hat
informer would be present OUT Quaker Yearly eetings, al the
Kirchentage and workshops. Some of CO SC WEeTC visıbly recognisable.
They WCIEC not always clever people It 1s5 nOot dıifficult learn o be
Ccırcumspect and thınk before OMNC speaks. On the other hand lied.
though would not always aNSWCTI questions.

My maın CONCETN WAas NOT COompromıise AIl y of GDR riends OT

acquaıintences, NOL endanger others er al] the WOTS hat could happen
W as be thrown out and gel 15a agaln. However hat dıd nol

happen
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Dıifficulties
In EOrY ASs “offic1al” traveller uggage Was not be searched.

Thıs egın ıth W ds 1gnored. 00k Cad1iC not bring W estern NCW SDAPCIS
Journals but had 11asses of photocopied worksheets, ASs photocopyıng

W as possible. However, they WEIC confiscated and Dy the mid-e1ghties
nothing much Was searched.

Physıcally for the WOTrS Was waıltıng, sOomet1ı1mes hours, the
Friedrichstrasse Crossing erlın). ere W as poss1bılıty sıt carrıed
rucksack weighing ften INOTS han 26 110s, and are! not aDPCAT ave
difficulties They might want know hat W as 1n 1t! COU not take the
rucksack off then WOU not ave gol it agaln.

Apart fifrom the Berlıin offıce Friends ave prem1sses of eIr OW
10 fınd places do the Quaker Oou work W as VE dıfficult. needed
OVer fortniıght each tıme, worked ıth 2156 old OTIC week and
16-30 old the 2nd ONC, havıng discovered the first time the dıfficulty of
working ıth 10-33 old all in OTMIC group! Maınly camped in
eople‘s gardens sed parıs (Gemeinderäume) which elonge
parıshes whose pastors knew ell We always did OUTr OW cookıng eic
IO traın oung Friends work team and eaCcC solıdarıty. Thıs
prevented from being able usec church conference Centres 1C WOU
have wanted to do the catering and COost Wherever WEIC spent
the afternoons oing voluntary work for OUT host

ater ON oung Friend and hıs wife bought eTEIC armhouse hopıng
(8) make this into you centre We sed 1t several times and the oung
Friends also other times helped make ıt habıtable But hıs Was not ideal
eıther and the hygienic Circumstances WEIC per1lous

For the first time WEIC ent “hunting hut” (Jagdhütte) IC had
SOMe and ıth ıt C camped, and cecold lıttle ake fed by
spring One of the youngster’s father Was member of huntıng asSsoc1latiıon
(Jagdkollektiv). hıs Was in Thüriıngen Cal the frontıier, where dıscovered,
had ng be SO when the polıce investigated had fo be hıdden

O MY astonıshment had eaCc them cook OPCNH WO0Od fıre.
the calorgas STIOVEe eing weak that ıt took 00 long PTCDAaIC meal.

There also W as sanıtatiıon. SO the advance and u1 earth
closet 1C had lovely 1e6W but OOT. er all the 18918 mostly could
uUSe the nearby WO0d. That remaıned 4S Dermanen memor1al of OUT Stay
and gıft the hunters

2.3 travelled everywhere by publıc hıs W as useful AS could
lısten in all] SOTFTS of cConversatıions. The drawback Was that en traıns
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WEIC V full and 1{8 gel seat difficult er all Wäas longer that OUNg,
but travelled clad In c<horts 0)8 ]Jeans and ancle socks ıth huge rucksack
hıs dıd not always ENCOUTALC fellow travellers let ave seaft SVCN ıf
1t W ds only the OOT. When possible booked seal of COUTISC

always had hospitalıty and ave stayed in ote Apart from
the iınnumerable workshops visıted almost all solated Friends AS ell AS

the Quaker SI0 UDS 16 exıisted in Berlıin, ra Dresden, Le1pzıg,
Chemnitz arı  arX Stadt), Erfurt, Lutherstadt-Wittenberg and
Magdeburg.

What dıd learn?

251 OO0 of the artyrs 15 the Seed of te Church’” Much of the eritical
solıdarıty has SONC The churches in West Germany successfully *took Over”
and ODi1terate: most of the excıting 190%  S experiments. Apart from the Qua
ers ere 1S 1O lıttle evidence of ‘“<chalom” eing the churches‘ agenda.
ere AIiIc miılıtary chaplaıns. Compulsary rel1g10us educatıon O€Ss not foster
a1 Capıtalısm and Individualism flourısh Whether the churches Can

1nımıse racısm and antı-semitism 1S questionable, though they do The
compulsory imposıtıon of mater1a|l western standards 1n the Diakonıie has nNnOL
improved pastora CaiTc but made for financıal shortages and therefore often
staffshortages.

Most of hıs o€eSs not appiy Friends SINCE ave few salarıed
pDOSTS and only OTMC rented flat and instıtutions. Our loss of members 1S
mainly due old AYC and death, but ack n  < oung Friends apart from
the Berlın Because Friends ın the former GDR WEeIC plentiful
they 110  < ack the CHCTSVY for outreach. They continue work ecumenically

1SSUEeS but theır radıcal VOlce 15 OO0 ubdued {O be ear by ManyYy
ere arc NO  S innumerable alternatıve ecritical 10 UD>S Neıther the maınlıne
churches 110 the Religi0us Socıiety of Friends dIic anı Yy longer the only ONECS

who CALC about the dispossed, the asylum seekers, the refugees, rearmament,
global and ecological exploıtatiıon eic

Is the false reedom of capıtalısm the erminal Ilness of the Church?

The ası Fiıles
The lıttle ave SCECII of Stası 11€eSs revealed nothing dıd not NOW The
IMNOTC interesting bıts WEeIC Oou 1n er people’s fıles such Heıno
Falcke‘s which had ecen destroyed before AaNYONC Sa hem Opening these
11e6Ss for SOINEC dıd HODDE harm han g00d Knowıng oneself betrayed by loved
ONECS those OTIC trusted needs dose of forgıveness. inabilıty
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forgıve hurts oneself far IMOIC than OSse who etrayed. The Nazı per10d
taught hat long ag

The Church, whether the SMa Religi0us Society of Friends the bıg
churches, has the far INOIC difficult task of distinguishing between
unprotesting COompromı1se, hard and therefore ften ineffective crıtique and
walkıng the delicate path of ““g1ve and take”, praise hat Was g00d, offer
informed critique and be dament in not cornpromiısıng ıth eviıl. ‘““Judge not
hat yYC be nof judged”. On the whole hınk the churches managed h1s
elicate task, CVON ıf CVETY individual dıd not

What 15 eft for thıs Quaker 1S the pastoral CaTc of ose who lıved
through these difficult V  9 NOL Judging but loving. ome O  < fee]l
themselves betrayed, because the West A4ASSUMECS A the Kasterners aArec NO  S

able travel, relationshıps eed not continue. This 15 not S! because it o1ves
the impression that Westerners really only helped because ıt made them fee]l
g00d, nNOT because they really cared. The ‘“physical” all has gONGC, but
intellectual, political and spirıtual all rema1ıns. It 111 take Manı y for
hıs disappear.
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