
Phyllıs 80dgersonil?leasants
/öral History: Method of Hiıstorical Researchj

At ON time OT another hıstorian, belıeve, has wıished che he COU. sıit
down intervIew the ubject of theır research the partiıcıpants In the
they researchıing. Ask them questions about why they made the dec1ısions
they dıd, what they WEIC thınkıng when they what they hoOow they
felt when they particıpated in the thıngs they did and whether 0)48 NnOT they knew
what they WeTEe o1ng The attraction of oral hıstory method of historical
research 15 that the hıstori1an 15 Tlowed do Just that INterview the ubject they

researchıing OT partiıcıpants in the events they wısh study The claım for the
oral hıstory method 1S that the historical record 18 INOIC immediate, the PCISON 15
INOTE clearly revealed than In written text This method f historical research
has W: tremendousliy SINCe the end of

In preparıng for thıs ecture introducıng the historical research me f
oral history decıded do search the internet. entered data-
base for journal artıcles and ulckly discovered that thıs database had 488 artıcles

oral history. Before faınting decıded skım the entries and there disco-
vered databases interesting creatures when ONe 1S noft able precısely define
ONe’s All the artıcles WeTe oral hıstory. However, the ONES In Jjournals
of medicine for dentists g1ving the hıstory of dıfferent diseases of the mouth OT

newly discovered treatments Tor these diseases WOCIC noft of interest Jour-
nals for anthropologısts had interesting artıcles but they WCIC rımarıly about the
history of pre-Iiterate people OUuUnNn: in theır oral tradıtion passe! from ON

generatıon the next. Most, close 400, of the artıcles WeEeIiIC about oral history,
interview1ing particıpants In historical events, the me of historical esearch
that 15 of interest thıs

How do historians define oral history? 15 usıng the method Of interviewing
partıcıpants in eventfts In order ollect theır memorIies, understandıngs, interpre-
tatıons of what OCCUurred. The for the oral historian analyze and interpret

those human beings ST1 lıving who WEeTC present durıng the time per10d
der study As wıth all historl1ans, the oral historı1an the past.
However, the oral historian collects the memorIies of the past from people who

S{1 alıve be questioned in expand the understandıng of what
actually appened.

Journalısts interview partiıcıpants iın events as ell In fact, Journalıst inter-
VIeEWS Can become of oral hıstory archiıve. However, Journalısts tend
Interv1ew people at the time of the They fOCuUs getting immediate
reaction. Hıstorians tend interview people after the PAaAsSsapc of time In the
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reminıscences gathere in the interview PTOCESS the hıstori1an 15 dealıng wıth
memorles that NnOoLt immediate reactions, but reflections what has happened
What oral hıstorı1ans have learned, though, 15 that these collections of memorIies
add nsıght other historical materı1als In helping of u gaın understandıng
about the past and NOW it contributed where oday

Oral hıstory d specific research discıpliıne in the Unıted States 15 ate'
from 947 when an Nevıns al olumbıa University in New ork City decıded
that preserving the recollections of er residents of cıtles In the Northeast
WOU enhance hIs wrıting the hıstory of these cıtles. oday Oolumbıa Universıty
Can S{1 claım the largest collection of oral hıstory and transcrıpts. Baylor
Uni1versıity in Waco, and the Un1versıity of Calıfornia aft LOS Angeles (UCLA)
cCompete for second largest collection. Baylor University IS Baptıst un1versity
and deeply theır Oral Hıstory Instıtute and Dr 1llıam Pıtts for
much of the informatıon 111 share wıth YOU oday In the Unıiıted States Uun1-
versity research Centers S{1 the primary locatıons for oral hıstory epart-

and arch1ıves. Now President of the establıshes presidenti
ıbrary and these also nclude oral hıstory work! NOW from the work IBTS
(International Baptıst Theologıical Seminary, rag student dıd that the Brıtish
Museum has oral history section. One Can generally findıng oral
hıstory archıves In the maJjor esearch Centers around the WOT. at least in the
English-speaking WOT.

The topıcs for oral hıstory In Baylor Universıity’s collection
alone ON Can fınd the following categories of proJects: rural lıfe; eCONOMIC,
business and Judıcla histories: central exXxas history; efugee hıstory; Cıvıl
dısobedience of lexas churches partıcıpatıng in the Sanctuary Movement; and
plethora of relig10n proJjects Baptıst Convention of Texas, m1ss10onarıes, urban
church minıistrıes, denomıinatıonal studies Baptısts, Catholıics and Methodists,
you revıival early ıIn the ”7Oth CeN(turY, fundamentalısm, polıtics in
Baptıst lııfe, Baptıst leaders, and why churches do not dıe in rural Texas2

quı1ic SULVCY of the lıterature revealed studies the Holocaust, 1G 11l
only increase g1ven Current events about SWISS bank and demands for
compensatıon, ell studies of Varıo0us Jewish ommunlıities. Another theme
of oral history projects 1S the attempt Capture the ıfe of dısappearıng cultures
1ke Natıve Amerıican, Appalachıan Mountaın, and the Australıan aborigines. In
the Unıted States entire collection the ° Foxfire’ 00 WEIC evoted
preserving the rec1pes, sayıngs, storl1es, piıctures, rel1g10us elıefs and practices of
mountaın culture ONCE it egan dıssıpate as people moved Out of the mountaıns

My notes from the lecture delivered by Dr. William Pitts, 273 June 1996, Hıstory orkshop
held IBIS, 23-25 June 1996
Ibıd
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In order fınd work at the end of OTr War I1 Many studıes WEIC devoted
preserving the memorIies of slaves d ell Varıous Afrıcan Amerıcan COIMN-

munitiıes in the Addıtional popular topıcs the Great Depression and
IL ral hıstory 1S noft confined themes and world-shattering events,
though. 063 COMMUNnNItIES USe oral hıstory theır OW hıstory ASs do
reg10ns, 1ıke central Texas, for example. Furthermore 0Ca church congregations
uUse oral history In wrıting theır historıies. Baptısts In the practiti10-
NCIS of thıs at east they the ONCS wıth whom most famılıar EverYy
congregation it has ıts 50th, 75th OOth, and annıversary h1-
StOTYy Increasıngly oral hıstory 15 used enhance the understandıng of
church’s 1ıfe and MISS10ON In the communıty it SCIVCS

ral hıstory projects important DUTDOSC In providıng the data 1C
elps uüs remember those who WeTe ONCEC eft Out of OITIC1a| hıstories. For
ample, 0CAa church histories used be organızed around pDastors and uıldıng
projects. Wıth oral hıstory projects the church’s history NO includes the IHNEINO-

rMmes of lay people, chıldren, members of the cCommunity who 1vVvel durıng the
time of the pastors and ulldıng projects} . Especıially when there has been
frauma 1ıke fıre, church sphıt, relocatıon, 0)4 change in the communıty it 1S
valuabile have the recollections of Man Yy people poss1ble understand
hOow congregatıion dealt wıth these events

On InNOoTe 210 scale oral hıstory studies wriıte back into history those who
have been ignored, deemed unımportant, OT repressed in other historical studies
such racıal minoriıties, rel1g10us minorIity SIOUDS, polıtic miınorıties,
the economically deprived. oday INOTC than EVET before Can kKNOW that „the
victims of hıstory also the of history““* and understand theır partı-
C1patıon in creating the past. Remembering both the victims and the ViIcCtors of
hıstory 1S for 19910)8> complete understandıng of the past especıially in

of of dominance. 1lan Kundera, ZzeCcC novelist, ONCE

„the struggle of SIC agamnst W 1s the struggle of INCINOTLY agalnst for-
getting““. Hıstorians need do all they Can help people remember because
„human beings bereft of the capacıty for remembrance elpless In the face of
domiıinatıon In an Yy of Its forms‘®>

„Tape-recording Your Church’s History“,. In Baptist Hıstory and Hertage, vol XXIX; E:
January 994 54-57 There 15 author hıs ıcie SINCE the materı1al 15 excerpte: Iirom

pamphlet put Out by the Outhern Baptıst Convention.
Marsha eW1 „The Redemptive Power of emoOory er Benjamın and Elısabeth Schüssler
Fiorenza“‘. In Journal of Femimnist Studies in Religion, vol 10, 1 Spring 1994, JTM:
bıd 73
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ethod of ral Hıstory Research®
Before Interviewing
Ihe goal for historians 15 approximate the uth of the past closely 1S
humanly possible. For oral historians the g0al 1S dıfferent and it Can be achle-
ved by creating envıronment where people fee]l free speak the truth the
best o* theır abılity. Hıstorians NOW that in order for an y texfi reveal uth
there MUust be strict attention detaıl ere myrı1ad of detaıls of proJject
plan, setting, equıpment, and questions 16 the oral hıstori1an MUuUStT attend if
the (eXTL, the PCISON eing interviewed, 1s reveal tru  z For optımum results
specıfic plan for the roject 1S needed before the fırst interview 15 scheduled OT
the fırst question ked

plan statıng the g0als of the roject 111 a1d the interviewers in keeping
ack they develop their questions. Clearly stated goals ll help keep the
proJject wıthıin sei time frame ASs ell clear budget IC the partıcıpants
triıctly adhere 111 CNSUTEC the successful completion of the project. The oral
hıstory roJject Baptısts in the former Soviıet Union 1S directed by Professor
alter awatsky of Assocı1ated Mennonite 1DI1CA| Seminarıes in the Dr.
awatsky developed f1ve-year fundıng plan IC he presented the Men-
nonıte Central Commiuttee. Fundıng for the PUITDOSC of purchasıngz recordıing
equıpment, COompuflers, holdıng traınıng workshops, and payıng for SUOTINIC travel

ven before the first intervi1iew knowıng who 111 admınıiıster the proJect, how
it 1l be financed, what equıpment 15 needed, HOow INanYy people, what 15 the
PUrpDOSC of the esearch, where the results 11l be stored and hOow these results
wıll be made avaılable for uUsSc all practical detaıls that antıcıpated in advance
Can 6A4S:! the accomplıshıng of the oral hıstory collection. TOom the VE eg1n-
nıng ega) questions about the status of the interv1ews, and condıtiıons for
uScC of the materı1al, ownershıp of the, and control of aACCESS MUuUStL be clear

involved ın the roJect. One student who dıd noft make clear Iirom the
beginning hOow the interviews WeTie De used had SOM interviewees insıst
re-domg the interview ONCE they learned ıt WasSs for specıfic roJect.

Clarıty about the roJject 15 both An thıcal ell egal 1SSue. If people
kKNOW exactly in what type of roJect they particıpating, then they cCannot later
claım they WeTeEe taken advantage of, treated unfaılrly. In the specıfic release
forms have been developed 1 when sıgned Dy both the interviewer and the
interviewee protect each from an Yy labılıty, clearly where the interview
records 111 be kept and who controls ACCEe”sSs them TIhen agaın the 15
veLYy lıt1g10uUs soclety! In Russıa the interviewers ulckly learned that askıng

Thıs section 15 compiılatıon of materı1al Ooun! in the Baptist Hıstory and Heritage icle Cıte:
in Ootnote above, the ecture Dy Dr. Pıtts Cıfte:| In ootnote above, and materı1al provide by
the Baylor University nstıitute for Oral Hiıstory.
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aNyYONC sıgn form the quickest WaYy EeENSUTC the PCISON WOU not

tiıcıpate In the project 100 Nan y assoc1latıons wıth the Prev10us regıime!
Once it 1S ettled HNOW Man y people ll be involved, hOow they wıll work, and

HOW they 11l be financed, then the task IS develop lıst of people inter-
VIEW. 'Thıs inıtial lıst chould sShow the riorty order of the intervIiIews based
the amount of knowledge about the subject each PCISON has The inıtjal lıst 11l
nOot be the 1nal lıst, Oou since intervIeWws result in eaı other people

nclude Contact people ahead of time explaıin the nature of the project and
ask for theır agreement particıpate. One recommendation 15 write people
first and then follow up wıth phone call where specı1fic appoıntment for
intervi1iew Can be made. Wıth letter and then phone call prospective inter-
VIeWweEeSs Can make thoughtful dec1isıions about theır involvement and nOLt Out
of surprIise. If aft all possible, only schedule ONC perSonN DCI interv1ew and sche-
dule 0)41% intervIew wıth the DETISON at time. Many people requıre INOTC than ONeE

interview and glad COODeralte if they do nOTt feel pressured cCommıt
multiple interviews firom the beginning. Agaın, thıs procedure ll Vary OI-

dıng cultural CoOnftext Writing and telephonıng not always effective in
MOsSCOwWw OT Kıev nstead the interviewers OUnN! establishıng contact wıth people
al church, 91V1Ing them time 1n about the roject and meeting them agaın at
church INOTe effective WaY eg1in

TOmM the VELY fırst attempt develop lıst, roject planners need be 1N-
clusıve. Dıifferent perspectives, insıghts gained ASs people In Varı0ous roles, of
dıifferent ADC5S, genders, and eCOoNOomIıc Status NCIuUCE! student o1ng
research for the oral history roject about Baptısts in the former Soviıet Unı1on
OUuUnN! Ouft the value of including 19910)8> people quıte Dy accıdent. When the project

started the student went off interv1ew the union eaders about specıfic
1ssue of cooperatıon wıth the government. Thıs Wäas the tandard story a_.
proach of beginning at the LOp, wıth those iın W BYy chance the student dec1-
ded ask Jay PCErSON who member of the Samıe church, knowledgeable
PCISON about the Saillc incıdent, and learned VErLY dıfferent perspective about
the unıon Jeadershıip’s involvement wıth the government. TOm that pomt the
researcher determıined interv1ew INOTE of people

Who 15 o1ng the intervIiews 111 make dıifference in the results of the 1IN-
tervIeWs. An experienced, quality interviewer ıll LHNOTIC ulckly establısh the
apport and ust needed for n-depth intervIiews. Furthermore, experienced
interviewer 111 keep the intervIiew Ocused gain the MOST informatıon DOS-
S1 However, ack of experienced interviewers does NnOot prevent the usSsec of oral
story All four oral history projects in 1C have been involved used ineXpe-
rienced students conduct the interv1ews. The roJects WCIC not ruined and the
students gaine experience in conducting intervi1iews that WeiIC enjoyable exXperl1-

for interviewer and interviewee alı
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Another dimension thıs need be careful in choosing who wılli do the 1N-
tervIews has do wıth the 1issue of ust One researcher in the oral hıstory PIO-
ject in MOoscow discovered that people WCOCIC unwillıng discuss anythıng unless
they already knew the interviewer. People dıd not want remember the past and
certamly had learned In the past NOt ANYONC wıth the truth If people knew
the researcher, especılally from the church, they WOU fınally partıc1-
pate IThıs researcher tressed that it veEIrIy ıimportant for people be able

that the interviews WOU noTt be used ‚1n WaYy in order ODCN
others the person’s ee and mistakes. 'Thıs 1s the why INanYy
old people do NnOL want return theır pDast remember all theır lıfe’s mista-
kes 1 WeTiIe eaVYy burden for churches and the brotherhood of Evangelical-
Christians Baptısts In the former USSR‘‘/ Regardless of who 15 involved,
establıshıng ust 15 of utmost importance in gamnıng the mMoOost irom the oral hI-

method of esearch
00s1ing place for the interview that 15 quıiet and free from dıstractions 15

also ımportant the ep of the intervIew. The Ocatıon should be place
where both interviewer and interviewee COmIortable and Can alk wıthout
eing interrupted OT feeling other people lıstening. However, 1f an yONC 15
be unsettled, let it be the interviewer. Frequently meeting in the home of the ONC

eing interviewed 15 the best place One researcher learned that then havıng the
SsecCcond interv1ew in the interviewer’s home not g00d idea. The DCISON
eing interviewed uncomfortable wıth the locatıon and the setting
appeared increase the anxiety of the ONe eing interviewed.

Oral hıstory interviews have been conducted where the interviewer
down what sa1d However, experienced interviewers recommend ualıty
tape recorder wıth attached microphone the best equıpment for inter-
VIEW. Placıng the tape recorder where it 1S Ouft of S12 of the interviewee, but
close enough the interviewer for adjustments elps free both partıes

the substance of the interview instead of the mechanıcs of
cording the informatıion. Before arrıving for the interview all equıpment should
be tested that mınımum of time 1S setting Up and the functionıng of the
recorder does NnOoft become the focus of the intervIeW. Some interviewers UuUSC
video CamerTas, but the CaImneTra Can be intrusıve. It COUuU require addıtional
PCETSON 1 COU then increase the time it ll take develop apport and

Iso ıt 15 dıfficult not perform In fIront of CameraI Can add
element of distortion the intervIew.

Every interview needs be carefully lanned in advance. Some interviewers
develop outlıne of the interview C they provıde the PCISON eing inter-
viewed eal of time. Some ask the PEISON eing interviewed Supply them

epo! from Oleg urlak, Oral Hıstory orkshop, 26 June 1996
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ahead of time wıth lıst of important evenfts in theır l1ves topıcs they want
discuss that there 11l nof be the frustration of eavıng Out something consıde-
red important. Regardless of the informatıon are| ahead of time the interviewer
has be repared by o1ng the research be famılıar wıth the Dback-
ground of the PCISON and the events 'Thıs 1s 1ıke anı y other historical research
project in that ON grounds neself In the background before g01ng the tex_t in
order better understand what 1s eing communıicated.

onducting the Interview
Every SOUTCEO oral hıstory provıdes lıst of Do’s and Don’t’'s for interview1ing.
The g0al of all these instructions 1S create atmosphere that ENCOUTASCS
people ell the truth It 15 creating safe place for disclosure Body-
anguage, phrasıng of questions, responding the DCISON alkıng Can eıther
Creaftfe disturbances 1C curtaıl the intervIiew OT Invıte people fuller dısclo-
SUTC Facıal eXpress10ns, tone of volce, hesitancy 0)4 force  Ness of speech all
clues 1C the interviewer Day>S careful attention.

Arrıve time for the IntervIeW. It Obvi1o0us and sımple. However, it
1S essentıal from the v first oment cCommuniIicate that the PCISON be
interviewed 15 taken ser10usly and what they about do 1S important. Contr1-
buting communiıcatıng thıs INCSSaALC 1s efficıently sef Up the equıpment and
not spen! time discussing the subject 1le distracted Dy olng somethıng else.

Conducting practice intervIew 1S noft recommended because it tends make
people SEL and unnatural when the „real“ IntervIew begıns. However it 1S r_
commended for the interviewer FTeVIEW the DUIDOSC of the intervi1ew and r_
mınd the PCrSON about be interviewed of the ımportance of eing OpPCNH and
candıd Interviewers need speak first that the date, Name of the PCISON and
topıc of the interview recorded tape Some interviewers CVCN tak: DE
mınutes ask eneral questi1ons WdYy CAaSs! into the intervIew. The SPCAa-
kıng of both PDETSONS 15 then played back they hear NOW theır VOICES sound
tape and then the INOTE Ocused Interview begıins.

Interviewers have learned from experlence aVO1d quest1ons that Can be
answered wıth 66  „ ycSs OTr „NO  6 and, instead, ask open-ended questions that OW
people remımnısSce and recollect. Why? How? here? en questions elıcıt
INOTEC remembering. ollow-up questions that clarıfy informatıon provıde OT

ENCOUTASC the interviewee continue theır recollections NeECESSATY.. Skill In
hapıng the quest10ns Iirom eing g00d lıstener. Eye contact, g1ving
undıvıded attention the interviewee help create atmosphere where people

encouraged spea Sometimes ( interviewer needs take about
dates, pomints for further questions. However, the note-takıng should

nOt be obsessive be distracting 1ie interviewers encouraged
be repared for intervIiew by havıng outlıne follow, the outlıne should
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NnOTLt dictate the interview. Sometimes in remembering NC  < information 1s eCa-
led that 1s vıtal and takes the interview In dıfferent direction. OW time, S1-
lence for people deal wıth dıfficult subjects. Awareness of majJor changes in
person’s ıfe OT 1C  Z information allows the interviewer sensitively ollow-up
in earnıng why these changes OCCcurred and had such signıfıcant impact
person s ıfe

In the oral history esearch dıscıpline there INanYy injunctions for the 1N-
terviewer not partıcıpate In the interview f WCIC also eing intervie-
wed 1ie it 15 recommended that atmosphere be created that resembles
natural conversatıon between frıends, there 1S always sıgnıficant dıfference in
that the interviewer 15 nof be partıcıpant In the cConversatıon. sympathetic,
non-jJudgmental, non-commıttal interviewer ENCOUITALECS the interviewee 1C-
member INOTEC and remember INOTEC accurately. S  ng eadıng questions that
subtly UrYy shape the5 injecting one’s OW Opınıon, arguıng wıth the
interviewee OVeT whether NOTL they have remembered somethıing correctly,
GVEn eing OO enthusıastıic about something OINCONG has saıd all WadYyS
manıpulate interview that strictly be volded (Once DCISON eels manı-
pulated they 11l self-disclosure and egın provıde only what they in
the interviewer MemorIıies 1l be locked (T cCoO-operatıon MaYy
altogether.

Controvers1ial paınful subjects cshould nNnOot be introduced al the beginnıing of
the interview. OW the PCISON remember the MOSstL ımportant events of theır
lıfe; such lıfe-changing mMOoments CONnversion, vocatıonal call, marrl1age,
educatıon, mOVvIing, miılıtary ervice Defore introducıng controversı]al dec1isı1ons
they INaYy have made, askıng specıfically about aınful memorItes. VOl1' all-
OW1ınNg people SaYy things „OTff the record‘“‘. Such technıque INaYy be NECCECSSATY
for Journalısts, but 1S useless the hıstor1ian. Encourage people Sa Yy everything
for the record, but COOperTate In elayıng the release of the materıal OT controllıng
ACCESS it Remembering the dıfficult times Can happen INOTE natur.  Yy f it 15
seft In the Contextf of the ole ıfe rather than eing the sole focus of the inter-
VIEeEW. When people feel theır PIr1VaCYy 111 be respected in the WdY the intervi1iew
materı1a]l IS used they also INOTE self-disclosing.

very interviewer has deal wıth the fact that sometimes people eing 1N-
terviewed eXaggerate theır OW importance, OT UrYy avo1d talkıng about mes
that for them embarrassıng, where they do noft tfee]l they WeTe at theır best At
other times the interviewer knows the interviewee 15 g1ving inaccurate informa-
tıon, 1S ramblıng, wanderıing off the subject perhaps avoldance
technıque. Ihe KeYy 15 for the interviewer learn how tactfully nng the r_

memberıng back the poımnt. neutral COomMmmMent ıke eFe 1S another DCI-
spective thısORAL HISTORY: A METHOD OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH  not dictate the interview. Sometimes in remembering new information is revea-  led that is vital and takes the interview in a different direction. Allow time, si-  lence for people to deal with difficult subjects. Awareness of major changes in a  person’s life or new information allows the interviewer to sensitively follow-up  in learning why these changes occurred and had such significant impact on a  person’s life.  In the oral history research discipline there are many injunctions for the in-  terviewer not to participate in the interview as if she/he were also being intervie-  wed. While it is recommended that an atmosphere be created that resembles a  natural conversation between friends, there is always a significant difference in  that the interviewer is not to be a participant in the conversation. A sympathetic,  non-judgmental, non-committal interviewer encourages the interviewee to re-  member more and remember more accurately. Asking leading questions that  subtly try to shape the response, injecting one’s own opinion, arguing with the  interviewee over whether or not they have remembered something correctly,  even being too enthusiastic about something someone has said are all ways to  manipulate an interview that are strictly to be avoided. Once a person feels mani-  pulated they will cease self-disclosure and begin to provide only what they think  the interviewer wants. Memories will be blocked or co-operation may cease  altogether.  Controversial or painful subjects should not be introduced at the beginning of  the interview. Allow the person to remember the most important events of their  life; such life-changing moments as conversion, vocational call, marriage,  education, moving, military service before introducing controversial decisions  they may have made, or asking specifically about painful memories. Avoid all-  owing people to say things „off the record‘“. Such a technique may be necessary  for journalists, but is useless to the historian. Encourage people to say everything  for the record, but cooperate in delaying the release of the material or controlling  access to it. Remembering the difficult times can happen more naturally if it is  set in the context of the whole life rather than being the sole focus of the inter-  view. When people feel their privacy will be respected in the way the interview  material is used they are also more self-disclosing.  Every interviewer has to deal with the fact that sometimes people being in-  terviewed exaggerate their own importance, or try to avoid talking about times  that are for them embarrassing, where they do not feel they were at their best. At  other times the interviewer knows the interviewee is giving inaccurate informa-  tion, or is rambling, wandering off the subject perhaps as an avoidance  technique. The key is for the interviewer to learn how to tactfully bring the re-  membering back to the point. A neutral comment like „There is another per-  spective on this . ... How do you respond to that?“ is a way to check people on  what they are saying without intimidating or manipulating them. Neutral, tactful  197How do yYOU espond that?““ 1S WdYy eC people
what they sayıngz wıthout intımıdating 0)4 manıpulatiıng them Neutral, actful
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Dy the interviewer essentıial keeping the fOocus the inter-
viewee and nOof inserting the interviewer into the interview.

Upon fiırst becoming AWAaIC of all the injunctions how conduct inter-
VIEW, W ds> remıinded of all the put historians NOL read theır O W
blases and presupposıtions back into historical SUOUTITCE An oral history inter-
VIeEW 1S slıghtly dıfferent sıtuation, however. Al thıs eta1ı and all these do’s
and don’t’s AIe essential Decause the interviewer IS creatıng primary SOUTCE
be used later TIhe IntervIew wıll rovide the [AW data for comıng understand
PCISON, reg10n, per10d of hıstory TIhe hıstori1an who usesS the interviews
11l have analyze and deal wıth the blases and presupposıtions of the PDCISON
eing interviewed, hıstorian does wıth CVETIY texft Ihe goal 1S for the
interviewer provıde SOUTCE free firom manıpulatıon and the interviewer’s
blases possıble.

Finally, tiımıng 18 important element of intervIiew. The interviewer 1S r_

sponsı1ble for knowing the length of each Ssıde of the tape that Can be
changed without interrupting the interview In the mıddle of important STOTY OT
CVCN losıng the Y because the tape Ian Out and the DCISON cCannot SO back and
repeat it exactly 4S they saıd it the first time. Fatıgue wıll be evıdent the S

that it 1S also the interviewer’s responsı1bilıt NnOoTt prolong the interview.
Some oral historians suggest that ONe hour 1S enough time for each interview
1le others suggest that U() mıinutes 15 approprıiate length of time for both
interviewer and interviewee be fresh At the conclusion of interview
another interview Can be SC  ule' horter and INOTEC frequent interviewing 15
preferable because it IS INOTe productive than ryıng diıscover everything in ONe
essi0n.

After the interview
Following up the intervIew wıth thank-you letter 1S approprıiate eXpression
of appreclation for the PCISON who has gıven of themselves well theır time
In particıpatıng in the Ooral hıstory roject. Some interviewers even provide
CODY of the interview the partıcıpant WdYy of sayıng thank-you for the
contrıbution the DEISON has made

Protecting the eNSUuTe they NOTL accıden  Yy erased OI estroye: 18
essential. Kemove the tabs that make SUTE the cCannot be used agaın.
the clearly dAsSs Name, date, length of interview, subject and then duplıcate
them Prompüiy storing permanently the or1g1nals wıth lıst of the tOp1ICs cCovered
In the interview.

Interviewers encouraged lısten the tapes afterwards WAaY crıt1-
que theır interviewing Listening also elps ON discern top1Ccs that WEIC not
covered, clues that WeIC mi1issed and INAaYy requıre ollow-up intervIew. What 1S
nof agreed uDOoN by oral hıstorians 15 the value of transcribing the S Some
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Ar SUC that transcription tempts others who IN the interviews depend the
transcription C dıstorts meanıng communtıicated by intonatıon instead of
lıstening the themselves. All that transcrıbing the 15 time-
consumıng and also VeEITYy expensıve ıf OM CONC else has be paıd do the
transcribing. However, the student researchers who have attempted oral hıstory
intervIeWws oun transcrıbing the VEIY helpful them in processing what
had actually happene during the interview. They OUuUnN!| that they remembered
IMOIC, understood better, and learned INOTE about interviewıing by go1ing the
rouble transcrıbe the f transcrıption 15 done ıt needs be exact wıth all
the grammatıcal CITOIS, PAaUsSCS, stuttering, and stumbles in the orıgınal VvOoIce.
Another DUTDOSC of transcription 1S chare the tex{i wıth the PCISON interviewed.
Especılally f the tape dıd nOoTt pick clearly what the DErSON saıd sharıng the text
wıth them proviıdes opportunıty TOor clarıfication. The danger 1S that it also
provıdes opportunity for OMECONC change what they saı1d The interviewer
must be AaWAaIre and protect the integrity of the orıgıinal interview.
[/ses ofral ISLOrY Research
er Care interviewing, transcribing, and storıng of oral history intervIiews
what 1S the g0al of this endeavor, HOW 111 these interviews be used? Some oral
history projects devoted entirely collecting the data be used later Dy
other historilans. Dr. Biıll Pıtts called thıs provıdıng valuable ervice for future
generations. It 1S sıgnıfıcant undertakıng that 111 enefTit future historians® .
The oral hıstory roject about Baptısts In the former Soviet Unıion 1its thıs Cate-

SOTLY al its Current of development. NOw the fOCUS 1S interview1ing people
in MOSCOW, St Petersburg, Klev, Odessa, and Kıshniev The PIOCCSS has Ocused

refinıng interviewing ckılls ell increasıng the number of people wiıllıng
be interviewed. At SOMIEC future tiıme, hıstori1ans 1ıke Nıkola1r Kornilov, for

example, who 1S the MOoScCOw director of the roject and hıstor1an al the sem1nary
there, wıll be able UÜSC the data collected egin the DIOCCS of interpreting for
Baptısts In Russıa theır 20Oth Century history.

However, other oral history projects result in 1nısnel product ASs the end-
g0al of the research PTOCCSS. Vısıting tudent al IBIS wıll uUsSsec intervIiews col-
lected 1l1e here ASs the basıs for the thes1is required at the student’s natıonal
un1ıversıty here in Europe. Publications of Varıous frequently the results
of these interviews. (GGünter Balders has already partıcıpate« In publıshing book
about Baptıst ıfe in the former DDR based oral history intervIiews.

In the LOuIs „Studs“ Terkel, cantankerous radıo broadcaster from Chi-
CaQO, contrıbuted the growth in popularıty of thıs method of historical esearch
wıth the publication in 1970 of hıs DOOK, ‘Hard Times: An ral Hıstory of the

ecture 23 June 1996

199



PHYLLIS DGERSONS EASANTS

Great Depression’. 1le nIs methods NO  < challenged eing OO 1aSse|
Terkel’s book Wäas ath-breaker for popular diıssemınatıon of oral hıstory 1in-
stead of keeping thıs esearch in the academy. Now magazınes, NCWSPAPCIS, SCVCNMN

communıty NCWS cheets places for publıshing oral hıstory research. adıo
sShows emphasızıng theme and televisıon documentarıes also make üÜse of oral
hıstory research. ays that evoke specıfic per10d and Vvideo productions
other media uUsSsecs of oral history esearch The oral history research makes the
epoc COINEC alıve that people in the present gamn INOTE understandıng of the
past Dy hearıng the actual VOICeSs of people rememberıng what it 1ıke lıve
in time and place NO  < gone?

Dr Bıill Pıtts elated HOW his esearch the Branch Davıdıans had-
QUENCES 1C he COU have imagıined. colleague of Dr. Pıtts had 1N-
terviewed former member of the Davıdıans 1C resulted in OVeTr of
transcript from Iso there aster’s thesis the avıd-
1ans wrıtten in 1940) 1C! used the interviewer’s from untaped oral inter-
VIEWS d its basıs. In Dr Pıtts’ esearch of thıs he OUunN! wriıtten Dy
the ounder of the cult ell NCWSPaDECT of theır actıviıtles. 10u
Dr Pıtts

„Wıth ese materıals Was able TeCONsirucf the thought pattern and cCommunal lıfe
of the Davıdıans, and presented the esults of research at meetings of the Ameri1-
Can Academy of elıgıon. When the disastrous raid the Branch Davıdıan COIM-

poun OCcCurred In 1993, the poured in firom everywhere, and had Ou 300
interviews in three weeks’ time. It 18 estimated that the about $6 bıllıon in

of the Branch Davıdian affaır his 15 1C 111 De long IN-
ere‘ ın merıican history, but pomnt, UONCE agaıln, 15 that oral history provıde| Cri-
tical knowledge for reconstructing the Davıdian past‘“10
Dr. Pıtts concluded his lecture by emphasızing the importance of oral hıstory

esearch broaden OUT perspective the past Dy preserving the storl1es, INCINO-
ries, and reflections.
Caution ou: Oral History ethod
Wıth all the posıtıve uses of oral history esearch have are' there an y
cautions about thıs method be examined? Of COUTSEC. It 15 method dealıng
wıth human beings and has INan of the Same lımıtations that all have. H1-
storl1ans mMust always deal wıth the fact that the UOUTCES have
„set the record straı1ght  66 well the historian’s interpretation of the OUTCES
attempting do the SaJmne ıng In fact, Adrıana Valerıo entire article

hıstory the manıpulatıon of 2001 and demonstrated hNOwWw dıfferent histo-
rians researching the Samllle few In the early church eached e_

Ibıd.
Ibid
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rent conclusions!1! Both the preserved and the hıstorical interpretations
persuade, manıpulate NOW people understand the past ral StOry

interviews dıfferent ven wıth the interviewer otally neutral in the
PTOCC5SS, selection OCCUIS both In what people remember and in who 15 inter-
viewed.

Dr. alter awatsky elucıdated interesting dımens1on thıs fact when he
discussed hOow interviewers need be AWAaIC of the WaYyS in 57 SOcCI1eties INa-

nıpulate the arrangement of public IM He eferred three publiıcations
1C have TEeSSE! thıs 1Ssue demonstratıng how the offic1a| public INOTY
of changed. awatsky pomnted Outft that people reinterpret theır under-
standıngs of thıngs A they gaın 1C  < informatıon and make of ıt An
Obv1o0us example IS the WdYy cooperatıon wıth authorıties INAaYy have made IHNOTEC

in the past then ıt does iın rememberıing it oday when those authorities
longer in W He also discussed NOW publıc mM of something Can be

presented dıfferently in OTINC12A: institutional history, scholarly historical inter-
pretation, and the oral tradıtıon preserved Dy the people Contributing the LaD-
port between the interviewer and the interviewee 1s ıf they both operatıng
wıthin COMMMIMMNON framework for the Sapa of the era However, awatsky
emphasızed that Knowıng the code words and knowıing HhOow the publıc INOTLY
has been changed vıtal „makıng the key elements of that Saga CONSCIOUS
and subject crıitical reflection which] 15 vital for achieving the truth?

Hıstorical evidence 1S only of the past. The past be [ECCICA-

ted, not CVCN In oral hıstory interviews. In fact, Sprunger and Thiesen In theır
oral hıstory esearch about Mennonıite milıtary ervice in 11 conclude:

„Recording Op1n10Ns 1S hat oral history does best, in this asScC preserving the
thoughts, values and CONVICHONS. Their ‚facts  6. mMay, indeed, be ONg, theır
memorTIEeES ral hıstory 15 WdYy of ookıngz at history, NOL it really W ds, but

the particıpant it W d and wıishes that it had been‘“l>.
Both Dr. Biıll Pıtts and 1DI1Ca scholar, Robert McAftee TOWN, have pomlnted

oOuf In theır esearch that human IN 15 selective for varıety of 1CasonNs As
Dr awatsky pointed Out human CIMOTY eing rearranged due external iınflu-

Pıtts and Brown discuss the INOTE personal earrangements because of CDO-
needs, OT memorIes paınful they repressed!4 , ven 1 have been

11 rlana Valerıio, „„Women In Church Hıstory“, trans Paul Burns ıIn Women Invisıble ın
eology and Church, Elisabeth Schüssler Fıorenza, Mary Collıns, eds (Edinburgh:
arl LAd.. 63-7/71
My noOotes from Dr. er awatsky's lecture, F June 1996, oral hıstory workshop, IBTIS

13 €I1! Sprunger and John Thıiesen, „Mennonite ılıtary Service in OTr'! War {l An Oral
Hıstory Approach”. In The Mennonıite Quarterly Review, Vol LAÄVI, 4, October 1992,
491
Pıtts’ lecture, June 1996 Robert cAfee Brown, „Ihree es of eMmMOTrYy  RS In Christianıity
and CCS Vol 49, 2 ebruary 20, 1989, 31
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preserved evidences of selective CINOTY. The traces of the past avaılable
us oday selected because they WeTEC consıdered ıimportant SaVe. Hıs-
Oorlans know the dılemma of facıng that longer reflect VIEWS soclety

ımportant and wondering what else COU have been saved and nOotL
Dealıng wıth the past dealıng wıth selective CINOTY whether the texfi 15
wriıtten PCTSON. Ihe historical dıscıplıne 1s dıiscıplıne eekıng fo iıllumıinate
the 1alogue between the past and present. Sprunger and TIThiıesen suggest that
oral history only makes INOTE ObvIıous the dialogue that 1S gomng They suggest
that „the oral hıstorı1an mMust be 6 VF AaWAaTe of dealıng wıth fragıle, ever-changıing
materijal‘‘1>

Regardless of the Caveafts about the lımıtations of human cholars in
varıety of discıplınes for the importance ofMDr Pıtts ointed Ouf

that what 15 remembered 1S ıimportant the ON o1ng the rememberıng. 111e
absolutely objective truth INaYy be futıle for the hıstorıan, „wıth the rıght
question Can eCCOVeEeT SOMIME human Insıghts before they lost forever‘‘. Thıs
PTOCCSS Can be important for the maturıng of the church in an Yy locatıon aASs data 1S
collected and interpretation of the data published16

OU! Afirıcan theolog1ans Cochrane and West that people must 1C6-
member theır past in order heal that past By rememberıing the past in all 1fs
paın, prejudıices Can be identified and E  < truths of the SiIrucfiures of soclety
well everyone’s partiıcıpatıon ıIn them Can be known. One’s ıdentity 1S shaped
Dy one’s history memorIlies of the past contrıbute identity formatıion in the
present. Like Kundera they AI BUC that people Can only be free f dominatıon
when they remember theır hıstory, claım theır partıcıpatıon in nısStory, and üÜSCcC
the hıstory INOVE toward 11Cc  S ealıty that 15 NOL OUnN! Dy the OoOmiınatıion of
the pastl7

Robert McAfee >Brown also remıinds us that it 1$ noft whether OT not
everythıngz 1S remembered, but NOW OUT selective memorIies used that 1S 1mM-
portant,. People Can remember the past and ul it for better present and
future. Or they remember bıtterness, desıre for IEVENZC and ul that for
diminıshed present and future It 1S noft the prec1s1on of the memorIies, but HhOw
what 185 remembered 15 used that makes dıfference For Brown rememberıng IS
essentıal In creating communıty. He that In rememberıng r_

membered, brought agaın into member-shi of communıty that through time,
for whatever had been dıs-membered, removed and dislocated

15 Sprunger and Thiesen, 491
lecture, June 996

James .0OC! and erald West, „War, Remembrance and Reconstruction‘‘. In OUTN:
of eology for Southern TICa, NO 84, September 1993, 25-40.
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In rememberıng lınked, however tenuously, those who have SONC De-
fore u318

Wıth all the lımıtations of rememberıing the past 15 SEl essential
havıng future. As people yıng understand where have been, hOw
eached where does not redict the future, but the basıs of what has
been meanıngful poıints us in dırection. As ames TOO „Imagıning

future requıres rememberıng past Wıthout past there 1S Iuture,
of PUTDOSC, of anythıng d significant‘“l? . Remembering the past,
recordıng those memorIies tape, video, in wriıtten text 1S for uUScC in the
present and the future. ral history 18 method of historical esearch that broa-
dens the amount of data avaılable assıst us in understandıng and uıldıng
the pastl.

Ooday the challenge of interpreting the past IS formıdable There IS InNoTe 1In-
formatıon avaılable than CEAVEL before in human Story We OmDarde!
wıth facts, government records, speeches, Vvisual presentations that all of ü

SCHSOTY overload. Some Wags have CVECN suggested have INOTre and
INOTE data and understand ess and ess ral hıstory ENCOUTALECS uüS remember,
ENCOUTASCS rememberıing the pastl, reflecting and ryıng integrate the past.
Nevertheless, Elızabeth Beverly reminds Uus, the nsıght NECCESSATY ul
the past does NnOTt COHIG only irom rememberıing. „What nsight there 15 has COHNIC

only hrough the OT of language, the aDor of elling ASs much Can TNECIN-
Der clearly know how“‘‘20 ral hıstory esearch ENCOUTALECS people ell
d much dAS they know 4s clearly ASs they KNOW how Ihe historical dıscıpliıne of
usıng the data CONSITUCT interpretation that provokes nsıght and understandıng
1S INOTIC needed than SVET. As Elısabeth Schüssler Fiıorenza reminds Uus, ”[ ].0ur
reconstructions f the past shape present and future reality‘21 May use all
the methods of historical research at OUT 1SpOsa.) u1 constructively.

18 Brown, 31
James FrOOK, „50ul Its Meanıng and Its akıng"" In The OUTN: of Pastoral Care, Vol
XLV, 2 1991, 163
Elızabeth Beverly, „‚Meditation Suokula Summer: eMmMOTrYy and the Mandınko‘* In
Soundıngs,P (Summer/Fall 379

21 Quotation (0)1047 In Hewıtt,
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°‘Oral Hıstory’ (Zeitzeugenbefragung) Iine ethode der hi-
storischen Forschung
eKUTrzfe Übersetzung Von Martin Rothkegel un! Manfred Bärenfänger
Sıcherlich hat schon jeder Hıstoriker einmal den unsch verspurt, Sıch muıt Per-

unterhalten können, die ugen oder Teilnehmer der VON ihm ertr-
suchten Ereignisse Waien Genau das betreibt die Tra History’ (OH) als Me-

Sıe 111 eine unmıiıttelbarere und persönlıchere Geschichtsdarstellung als
geschriebene 1lexte ermöglıchen. Seıt dem Zweiten €  1e9 erlebt diese Me-

eınen CHNOTHNEN Aufschwung.
bedeutet, Zeıtzeugen nach ihren Erinnerungen, ihrem Verständnis und

nach ihrer Interpretation der Ereignisse befragen Der interpretierende
“Lext’ des Hıstorikers sınd SUZUSaßgcCcnNn Personen, che De1 den Ereignissen aDel
WaIien Natürliıch äßt sıch die Vergangenheit nıcht wiederherstellen, aber
sammelt die Erinnerungen noch eDender Zeıitzeugen, die befragt werden und
rklären können, „WIe 65 WITKI1IC BEWESCNH ist‘  CC

uch Journalısten efragen Zeıitzeugen. Ihre Interviews können Bestandte1
eines H-Archivs werden. Der Unterschie: ist aber, daß Journalisten dıe Zeugen
gewöhnlıch unmıiıttelbar nach den Ereignissen efragen, Hıstoriker dagegen
sentlich später. Es geht ihnen wen1ger unmıiıttelbare Reaktionen als Re-
flexion über die Ereignisse. Sıe t(ragen ZU besseren Verständnis des sonstigen
Quellenmaterıials De1l

als wissenschaftliche Diszıplin egann In den USA mıiıt einem Projekt des
Hiıstorikers an Nevıns \40)8! der olumbıa University In New ork City 1m
anre 1947, als 6I den Quellenwer: der Erinnerungen älterer Einwohner für dıie
Geschichte der Städte 1m amerıikanischen Nordosten erkannte. Heute hat diese
Unıiversität das orößte Archiv VON OH-Tonaufzeichnungen und Transkriptionen.
Den zweıten atz beanspruchen sowohl die Baylor Uni1versıity in Waco, lexas,
als auch die Universıity of Calıfornia In LOS Angeles Baylor Universıity ist eine
baptıstische Hochschule Ihrem OH-Institut und I3r ıll1ıam 1ıtt verdanke ich
vIiel VON dem, W d ich nen heute vortrage.

Uurc eine Arbeiıt einer Studentin uUNseTrTes Internatıional Baptıst Theological
Seminary (IBTS) In Prag habe ich VON einem H-Archiv 1im Brıtischen Museum
In London erfahren Man kann also daß VOT em In nglisc sprechenden
Ländern solche Forschungszentren entstehen.

Die Gebiete, auf denen mıt gearbeıtet wird, sınd sehr zahlreich Eın
flüchtiger Überblick stÖößt auf Holocaust-Studien, . I über dıe Schweilizer Bank-
guthaben und Forderungen daraus, SOWIe über jJüdiısche Gemeıinden, über amer' 1-
kanısche Indıaner- und australısche Aboriginekulturen. Ich bın besonders VCOI-

miıt Baptıstengemeinden, die alle Jahre uDılaen feiıern. aDe1l rag
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ZU  Z besseren Verständnıis des Gemeınindelebens und seiner Bedeutung für Miıs-
SION und Gesellschaft be1

g1bt den Unterdrückten hren atz in der Geschichte zurück. Die Ver-
gangenheıt wird UTr recht verstanden, WEn Sieger Besiegte edacht WOCI-
den Der tschechısche Schriftsteller 1lan Kundera hat einmal geschrieben: „Der
amp: des Menschen die A ist eın amp der Erinnerung das
Vergessen””.
Die Methode der °Oral History’
Das Ziel des Hıstorikers 1st C5S, der Wahrheıiıt der Vergangenheıt nahe kOom-
InCN, WIEe 6S Menschen NUuTr möglıch ist Um miıt der zuverlässıgen
Ergebnissen kKommen, muß noch VOT der Befragung ein SENAUCT Plan des
Forschungsprojektes erstellt werden. Der Interviewer muß sıch darüber 1im Kla-
icn se1n, welche Fragen CI tellen muß Eın Zeıtplan und eine Kostenkalkulatıon
sınd nötig und dıe Atmosphäre muß edacht werden, iın der dıe efragten fre1
WIe möglıch sprechen können.

uch rechtliche Fragen sınd aren Die Befragten mMussen WIissen,
welchem Ziel die efragung dient und WeT später Zugang den onbandern
und Transkrıptionen bekommen wiırd. Im prozeßsüchtigen Amerıka sınd aIiur
bestimmte Regeln üblich

Die Liste der ZU befragenden ersonen sollte möglıchst AuUSSCWOSCH se1n,
ein Bıld der Ereignisse aus möglıchst verschiedenen Perspektiven erhalten.
Die Befragung VOonNn Baptısten und Evangelıumschristen in der früheren Sowjet-
unlıon hat geze1gt, für eın unterschiedliches Bıld sıch ergeben kann, Je nach
dem ob INan Kırchenführer oder Gemeıindemıitglieder über das Verhältnıis der
Gemeinden ZU Staat befragt.

Zwischen Frager und Befragtem muß Vertrauen herrschen. Be1 einer eIiTra-
SUuNg in oskau 6S sehr wichtig, klarzumachen, die Interviews Im 1Cc
auf Fehler, die jemand ın der Vergangenheıt egangen hat, vertraulıiıch
würden Das ist der run WaIum viele nıcht die Vergangenheıt erinnert
werden wollen das Erinnern dıe Vergangenheıt wurde einer schweren
Belastung für dıe Gemeinden und die Bruderscha: der Evangelıumschristen-
Baptısten In der früheren SowjJetunion.

Besser als Miıtschreiben ist dıe Aufzeichnung des Gespräches mıt einem g..
ten Kassettenrekorder. Vıdeoaufnahmen dagegen lenken den Befragten leicht ab

Es folgen eine e1i weıterer raktıscher Ratschläge für eine gute Gesprächs-
führung gezlielte Fragen, vertrauensvolles er!  en, offene Atmosphäre. Um:-
strıttene oder schmerzlıche Themen ollten nıcht Anfang stehen. Wiıchtig ist
ein Zeıtplan. Eventuell sınd weıtere Gespräche vereinbaren.
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ach dem Interview
ach SC der Befragung sollte INan sıch mıt einem TIE aliur edanken,

der Befragte VON seinem en preisgegeben hat Kın Zeichen
des €es ist eıne ople des Interviews.

Die Tonbänder ollten geschützt werden, damıt sS1e nıcht irrtümlich überspielt
werden können. Name, eıt und Ihema ist aravu vermerken.

Umsstrıitten ist das Abschreıiben des Interviews. Es ist zeıtraubend und g1bt
nıcht immer den Tonfall und dıe Bedeutung wieder. Andrerseiıits zeıgt sıch, daß
eın Abschreiben einem besseren Verstehen der Sıtuation führt Wer sıch aTiur
entscheıdet, muß 6S mıt en grammatischen Fehlern, Pausen und Verlegenhei-
ten tun, auch das Zıttern der Stimme vermerken
Der eDTrau«c der °Oral istory’
Wıe können Tonbänder oder I ranskrıptionen verwandt werden? Eınige Projekte
dienen der späteren Weıterarbeit Ur andere Hıstoriker. Dr Bıll Pıtts sıeht
darın einen wertvollen Dıenst für zukünftige Generationen. Das VON Günter
Balders, Ulrich aterne herausgegebene Buch °Krlebt in der DDR’ Berichte
AQUus dem Bund Evangelıisch-Freikirchlicher Gemeıinden (Oncken Verlag upper-
tal und asse Dasıert weıthın auf Zeitzeugenbefragung. Dr. Pıtts ist über-
rascht, welche Bedeutung seine Forschungen über die der Davıdıden be-
kommen ollten Eın Kollege von ıhm interviewte eın früheres Davıdiıden-Mit-
glie mıt dem rgebnıs VON über Seıten transkrıbilerter J1onbänder Darüber
hınaus gab 6S eine Magısterarbeıit AQUus dem Jahre 1940, dıe auf einer schrıftlıch,
nıcht mıt J1onträgern,festgehaltenen efragung beruht Dies Materı1al diente der
Öffentlichkeit, die ragödıe VON 1993 des Massenselbstmordes beleuchten
Warnungen Vor Mißbrauch

efaß sıch mıt Menschen und unterliegt damıt menschlıcher Begrenzung.
Der Hıstoriker muß sıch bewußt se1n, dıe Quellen Versuche sınd, Ereignisse
1INs rechte 1C rücken. Seine Auswertung verfolgt das leiche Ziel ber die
Geschichte ann auch dıie Erinnerung manıpulıeren. Aus mancherle1 Gründen
selektiert das menschlıiıche Gedächtnıis, entweder UrC außere Eınflüsse, persön-
4C Bedürfnisse oder schmerzhafte Erfahrungen. Aufgabe des Hıstoriker ist C5S,
den og zwischen Vergangenheit und Gegenwart ernellen ist eın Be1-
spıe. afür, WIeE dieser Dıalog verläuft.

Be1l er Begrenzung der Erinnerung ist das Erinnern die Vergangenheıt
immer noch entscheidend für die Gestaltung der Zukunft
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